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Joe and his best friend, Mathew, had been friends since they were children. In high school, they
were split up and had to go to different schools. This put a strain on their relationship and caused
them to see each other less and less. Joe in particular didn’t want to loose his best friend, so he
tried everything he could to keep them together.

One evening, Mathew called Joe and asked him if he'd drive him somewhere | ate that night, and
told Joe he had to since they never got to see each other anymore. Joe felt alittle uneasy about it,
but his parents said it was alright, so he left. Mathew gave him the weirdest directions as they
went deeper and deeper into the bad part of town. Joe didn't like the idea of his parents car being
in aplace like this, but Mathew kept insisting they’ d be there soon.

Mathew asked Joe to pull up beside a particular house. Joe waited in the car as Mathew ran
inside for about five minutes. He returned, looking from side to side as he entered the car.

“What was that all about?’ Joe asked.

“Here, you want some?’ Mathew showed Joe the bag of meth he had just purchased.

Joe was shocked as he looked down at the bag of white powder. Not only was his friend doing
drugs, but now he was an accomplice, and he was driving with anillegal substance.

The entire drive home the two boys hardly spoke and when Joe dropped him back off at his
house, Mathew made him promise not to tell anyone. Joe agreed, reluctantly.

That night Joe couldn’t fall asleep with what he knew. They survived that car ride, but what
about the next one Mathew goes on? Joe knew that meth was a dangerous drug.

There was ateacher at Joe' s school who he trusted would know the right answer for him. His
only worry was that the teacher would turn Mathew in himself. He wanted to protect his friend,
but from the meth, or the police, he didn’t know.

NOTES FOR THE FACILITATOR

When it comes to teenagers, their loyalty isawaysto their friends and peers. It's an important
part of growing up that can cause many problems, no matter how good the adultsin their life are,
or how hard they try. It iswhy many teens, like Joe, don’t tell an adult and end up letting their
friends, like Mathew, get into serious trouble. That doesn't mean that the adults shouldn’t try to
make the teenagers understand that they are there for them when they need help. Teens have
trouble understanding the big picture, and that Mathew not ‘ getting angry’ with Joeisless
important than stopping Mathew from doing meth. They need to be reminded that doing the right
thing will help everyone in the end.

The other important factor in this story is peer pressure. Many teens feel overwhelmed by peer
pressure and fall into it over and over again. Though Joe can’'t control Mathew, he can control his
own life by not putting himself in more danger. Joe has to put himself in Mathew’ s shoes and
say, “If | wasin danger, would | want my friend to tell someone in authority about it?” The
answer is going to be yes. Once they understand this, peer pressure becomes less of a burden,
and they are able to help their friends and peersin need.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Wasit right for Mathew to ask al of that of Joe? Should Joe have refused to drive him?

Have you ever been peer pressured into doing something, either for afriend or for a peer group?
If you were another friend of Joe’s, and he told you al of this, what would your advice be?
Should Joe talk to histeacher? If not, why and who should he talk to?

What do you think Mathew would do if he found out that Joe told an adult about him?

What if Mathew overdosed on meth? Would Joe be responsible for not telling anyone?

Do you think Mathew is agood friend?

How do you feel when you are doing something that you know iswrong?

What would you do in Jo€' s situation?



